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I was born on a farm in Northern Germany, sur-
rounded by countless trees, pecking chickens, 
many stray cats and a shepherd that I can only 
vaguely remember. I was probably regularly 

woken up in the morning by the crowing rooster, 
which alerted me to sneak down to the kitchen to 
get a warm milk. The little things in life have fas-
cinated me since childhood. There was always so 
much to discover and to create. I loved to paint, 
had a vivid imagination and often made various 
cardboard objects in school and at home. The 
world I lived in was carefree and ready to be dis-

covered and conquered. I wasn‘t aware at that time that life wouldn‘t always be that easy. As a child, 
you approach things with ease, but you‘re much too naive and often fall to the ground in the end. 
Ouch! But you learn from your mistakes, as they say. For a long time I didn‘t know what I wanted, 
too many possibilities complicate everything. As a daydreamer I had problems to concentrate when 
I was young. But it has become much better in the meantime. I have constantly been inspired by 
art, personalities like James Dean or David Bowie as well as photography, nature, colours, structures 
and forms. I only see the real thing in aesthetics, I‘m addicted to uniqueness and I love the attention 
to detail. As a young adult I completed an apprenticeship in photography, where I took pictures 
of people and sold photographic equipment. Oh yes...clients can be very crazy somestimes. So 
I had to prove myself. It was then that I really grew up. I became independent and I realised my 
rights and duties much more. I am also very interested in fashion, which is why I later worked as a 
product photographer for high-quality luxury goods. I had once put on a Dior fascinator for fun at 
work. Probably an object that has even been worn on the catwalk. I liked to touch the fabrics and 
to think about how they could look best on the mannequin. When editing the image, the items had 
to look like they did in reality. Otherwise customers would have complained. The fashion industry is 

particularly tough. Maybe that‘s why I worked in 
the photo studio afterwards and had all kinds of 
photo shoots. But I was not able to implement 
all of my ideas there, however my head is full of 
ideas. Fortunately the day came when I could 
express all my skills in graphic design. I created 
numerous projects that I present in this port-
folio. It consists of my photographs, graphics, 
layouts and illustrations that I have done over 

the	last	years.	The	illustrations	were	made	of	acrylic	colours	and	were	fi-
nalised by image editing. For the layouts I sometimes used analogue techniques to make 
them look more attractive. For example on the cover design, for which I used aluminium 
foil. I like to combine different things with each other. So most of my creations look quite 

individual, and this is exactly my style. And now have fun reading the brochure! Please also feel 
free to visit my website, as I often update my portfolio there! xVC
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 www.vanessachuba.com/anodetofashion                                
 AN ODE TO FASHION 

It was my dream since ever to publish a 
book about fashion. I‘ve always been 
very fascinated by chef designers and 
their Haute Couture and Pret-à-Porter 

shows. Who could imagine a world with-
out the Burberry trenchcoat or a Chanel 
2.55 handbag? So I wanted to pay hom-
age and I visualised the book „An Ode to 
Fashion“. I wrote articles, took pictures at 
night and in the studio and also did the 
illustrations. Yes, it was a lot of work but 
it was absolutely worth it!

https://www.vanessachuba.com/anodetofashion
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 www.vanessachuba.com/whipsnotwings                             
 WHIPS NOT WINGS 

This	was	my	first	magazine	ever.	 I	
wanted to portray strong women 
with personalities and did all the 
stuff for it on my own - graphics, 

layout and photography. You can down-
load it for free on my website. It’s available 
in English and German. 

https://www.vanessachuba.com/whipsnotwings
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 www.vanessachuba.com/jauntymagazine                     
 JAUNTY MAGAZINE 

The	year	2020	is	already	marked	by	
worries and fears, but it is not even 
over yet. To get pleasure again, re-
lax with Jaunty magazine. I went to 

the beach and bought some sweets to ex-
periment with them. It was hella fun!

http://www.vanessachuba.com/jauntymagazine 
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 LOST&BROKEN 
                                     www.vanessachuba.com/lostandbroken    

In	this	booklet	I	wanted	to	reflect	fear,	
depression and the unknown future. I 
did the photography, retouch, graph-
ics and layout on my own. I also made 

and cut a video that you can watch on my 
website!

http://www.vanessachuba.com/lostandbroken
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 www.vanessachuba.com/murderwithmonoprints                     
 MURDER WITH MONOPRINTS 

This here is the book cover for the story of “Murder with 
Monoprints”. I’ve always been much into (real) crime 
stories. It’s one of the few things I watch on TV; or let’s 
say on my notebook. I made some monoprints for it - 

they can only be made once, unlike most printmaking which 
allows for multiple originals. Afterwards, I digitised the prints 
and coloured them. Meanwhile I’m writing the manuscript 
for the book.

http://www.vanessachuba.com/murderwithmonoprints 
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Let it move!
 www.vanessachuba.com/reachup

https://www.vanessachuba.com/reachup/
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Let it move!
 www.vanessachuba.com/reachup

https://www.vanessachuba.com/glowingplanets/


CREATIONS  75

IL
LU

S
TR

AT
TI

ON
S

Cléo de Mérode was a ballet dancer 
in	 the	 early	 20th	 century.	 She	be-
came renowned for her glamour 
even more than for her dancing 
skills, and her image began appear-
ing on such things as postcards and 
playing cards. Mérode was known 
for her hair style consisting of a 
parting and a headband and was 
considered one of the most beauti-
ful women of that time. The young 
dancer always denied a passionate 
affair with King Leopold II of Bel-
gium. She just received a bouquet 
of roses from him. However, this 
made rumours. Damn, I would have 
loved to receive roses from a king! 
Due to her beauty and goodness, I 
wanted to illustrate her. It was im-
portant to me to draw the lady as 
noble as possible, which is why I 
used e.g. acrylic colours in gold and 
silver.
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The	process	of	illustrating	-	first	
I used a pencil, then I painted 
the outlines and coloured the 
background	and	finally	I	added	
acrylic colours to the picture. 
Timothée will like it!
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 www.vanessachuba.com/ehh-restaurant                                        

http://www.vanessachuba.com/ehh-restaurant
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/vanessachubacom

/vanessachubachubacom

/vanessachuba

/vanessachuba

contact@vanessachuba.com

vanessachuba.com

©	2020	Vanessa	Chuba

Layouts, graphics, illustrations and photography* by Vanessa Chuba.

*except	the	images	on	page	09,26,	27	and	83
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